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Climate in Perspective

Å Our climate is a valuable resource, 
yet an ever present threat

Å Annual variability and long-term 
change create uncertainty

Å Managing uncertainty is vital for 
both operational and strategic 
decision making



Palmer Drought Severity Index
1895-2014

IL

KY

IN

OH



Palmer Drought Severity Index
July 28, 2012



Palmer Drought Severity Index
July 1988

PDSI

-4.0 or less (Extreme Drought)

-3.0 to -3.9 (Severe Drought)

-2.0 to -2.9 (Moderate Drought)

-1.9 to +1.9 (Near Normal)

+2.0 to +2.9 (Unusual Moist Spell)

+3.0 to +3.9 (Very Moist Spell)

+4.0 and above (Extremely Moist)
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Palmer Drought Severity Index
July 1954
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Palmer Drought Severity Index
July 1936
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Palmer Drought Severity Index
July 1930
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